Curator’s Notes

Historical Overview of Martial Arts
Film “Wu Xia Pian”

In Cinema with Passion Series L4, AMA b pleased to show
a retrospective of the evolution ol Hong Kong martial oty
T, featuring stars such a5 David Chiang, Ti Lung Bruce
Lee and Jackie Chan

The martial arts Wl ar W Xia Pran constitute &
dustinctive genre within the Clanese cinema. Uniike other
genres. martial ans Nilom & the only one that wins
imternanonal artennon. Although fashions and styles may
have changed, the genre has proven uniguely duralile
over the last 30 vears

In the late 1960 the Kung Fu fitm was deminared by
one studio: Shaw Brothers. all the films are male lead
with simple revenge plots brutal and moody wolence.
and rlegant hight choreography | The Duel of the fron
Fists) When Bruce Lee returned in |97 | 1o war in The
Big Boss. in ignired international popularny lor Kung Fu
cinema | Enser the Dragon ! Tn late 19705 Direciors ke
Chang Cheh and Liu Chia Liang. subsequently began 1o
explore the tradinon of suthentic martial artistry
assoctated with the Shaolin Manastery | 36th Chamber of
Shaclin). In early| 9805 Jackie | Young Master) and
Sammo’s | The Vietim ) Kung Fu comedies dominated the
market But i the e 19805 with the anung ol 0 4 B
the mondem Kung Fu. mixed with ganster and gun shot
became popular | Legacy of Rage. Tiger Cage If)
19905 Jer Li brought in another climax with his
portrayal of Wong Fei Hong | Last Hero e Chinal
perhaps the most important aspect af the mnetie
return of Shaw Brothers into the lilmmaking arena Ihr
Hera 15 a remake of S8y The Boxer from Shantung
FE97 20 wiih Takeshi Kaneshiro represents a step wihich
wie hope will eventiaslly lead SB 10 open ity vaull ol
impornant classics in Chinese ¢inema: Don't s this rare
epportumity to unfold the whole lnstary of the marmal
arts films
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New Stars,
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Fr1. midpite. Jan 9
. Tal [1am Jan [0 o Midnite. 17

() Kiling Me Tende

LikeChi 1997 (101 min.

Starring Leon Lad Ming Sarmend Cheng Sau-Man,
Sandra Ng

Leon Lal va, Sammi Cheng

tj\
?J A rural pohicemman 1 Leon Lai Ming | 5 sem
to guard a pop star {Samem Cheng |, but must
ﬂ pretend 1o be gay 1o 1it in with her entourage
% Threatened by a rival unger, crazed fam. and 4
)

de of ather Cantopop penls, Leon’s wark

i cut aul tar b in this popular 1097
romantic comedy,

6
Sat 11am Jan 17 St midite. 24

We’re No Bad Guys

Directed by Wong Jing 1997 (101 min. )

wmrcmrnmmamm(m
Ky, Vi M [ Tount Yeuk-Swen |

Airplane ariginally was an eager police
aiftcer at the erganzed crime bureaw. but
because b girfinend was murdered by drug
dealer Goldiooth Kwa b atitude changed
After encountering his new partner Turkey and
mieeting 4 new giriiriend S Man be fimally
decided 10 live his live anew and face the warld
again. Anthe wame fime, Goldrooth Kwai and
killer Angel plan to kill them all

History of Martial Arts

Shaw Brothers Era:
Fist Fight Classics

Fri. midnite, Jan 23
Sar 1o Jon 24 Sat. midnite. dan 31

Golden Harvest Era:

Kung Fu Comedy

Fri. midnite, Feb 13
Sat Llam, Feb 14 -2 midaite. Feb. 21

Duel of the Iron Fists
a.k.a. The Duel
Dvrecred by Chang Cheh, 1971

Starring David Chiang { Keung Dai-Wai ). Ti Lung
The b m Team c

Cheh, vid Chiang

One ol the earliest \nmg fu movies 1o get

an Englih dubbed release, this rarest of rare
acthign packed thriller is a masierpiece and classie. a mus
tor Hang Kong mowie lams! Ti Lung plays the son of o
mobster killed by supposed lollowers who is on o quey
tor revenge. Ne later finds our that bns cohero, Dawd
Chiang. wos pard 1o kill Ti Lung's father by o treacherous
accountam A furows dusl emues

ENGLISH DUBBED

Fri, midnite. Jan. 30
Sat llam Jan 31

36th Chamber of

Shaolin aka Master Killer
Directed by Liv Chia Liang 1978 (115 mm. |
Starmng Gordon Liy { Law KaFai ), Wong Yoe,

Sat. midnite, Feb. 7

Lo Lieh
Lau Ka Fal vs. Lo Lieh

Liu ChiaHui plays & pamoiic youth whose
father and Inends are killed by Manchu soldiers.
Intent on revenge. he enters the Shaclin
Monastery 10 learn marral arts Each of Shaalin's
1% chambery contan a dillerens type of marsial
arty technigque or exercise which the yourh muss master
before progressing to the next. Alter mastening all 35
chambers. Lou's characrer asks for permission 1o establish
a 36ih Chamber of Shaciin and become its teacher. In
the mowse. Liv 1ackles the learming process not only of
style/ phitosophy, bur of & marnal ars totality

16t Chamber of Shaolin was & huge success and
established Lau Kar For a5 a leading Chinese action star of
the late seventies.  Comsidered o classic. this film i rarely
seen and shown because of print iavailabiline

ENGLISH [XBBED

Bruce Lee Era:

25th Anniversary 6
Release

c,.. Fri .
¢ ) T;::‘F:b?ﬁ Sar. midnire. Feb. |4
Enter the Dragon

= [ rentative )

" | Directed by Robert (louse. 1973, 1997 {90 min)
X Starring Bruce Lee. Jim Kelly. John Sacon. Samo
mg. Shit Kien. Angela Mao Ying
Bruce Lee's Lasl Movie
% Released yust after his death. the Bm put
Bruce Lee on the Hollywood map. [n order 1o
break ymo the Hollywood market, Bruce plavs a
“James Bondish™ iype character, Unfortunately
Enter the Dragon i alo s lnt complece
maovie. Lee must compete in a secret mantial arty
taurnament wused 33 a cover for recruinng new henchmen
for drug dealing While on an island Lee meets up with
an old lamily nemess and must deal wath him and the
sland’y deadly traps. The murror seene near the end ol
the tilm = one of the most spectacutar hight scepes
between Bruge Lee and Shih Kien This pew pnnt
contams scenes not seen i the onginal US release
| English veruon )

The Victim {
Drrecred by Samme Nung, (980
Starring Ka-Yan, Saruno Mu

The Victim has one of (he better stories in the
age of exploitive kung fu fheks and Ir creates
the theme of Sammo's peried kung lu drama
fthe master studens relatianship. Sammo Husg
plays a rough and tough traveler who ety oul
to tind the best marrial artst. ‘When he meer
has mgtch with & brilliant Leung Karyan, Samme
pleads 16 have him become his master.. Sammo saon
discovers o skeleton in Leung's elaser. however, when he
learos of an iemse farmily leud invalving Leung's evil
brother { Chang Yl Reluctamly, the two become Inienks
as they join forces against the evil Chang i Hung &5
ingredibly lunmy and Leung wands our 2 & worthy
vahiant hero

Fri midnite, Feb 20

ot 11am Feb 21 Sat. midntte. Feb. 28
Young Master
amwgq-nm
Starring Jackie Chan { Sing Lung ). Yuen Bisa,
Wi Pei, Lily i Liti

Jackia Chan va. Yuen Biao

As & young pupil in a kung lu school. Jackie
Chan i sent 10 replace his sick master in a Lion
Danee Competition where he discovers that hin
master has shown up on the opponem’s sidel
pansf JAlier the opponent wins the competmion, Jackie
urwillingly helps his master cover up s betrayal
bt both are discovered and kicked out of the
school. Later. they discover that it wars all st up by their
compentor in order 1o divide and congquer the rival schocl
Will Jackie save the day? This i Lackse’s firt lilm with
bolden Harvest

D & B Era:
Modern Action

*mw

of Ra
86 {84 min |

Brandon Lee. Michael Wong Mar Tak
Michael Chan Wai-Man Regine Kent { Kan War-Ling

A ::haaa"ﬁa i

Brandon Lee. san ol the late Bruce Lee
delivers a powerful performance in his
movie debul. and won the nemination for th
“Best Newcomer in Aciing” of 1987 Hong
Kang Film Avward. Lee plays & naive young
man sef up by his “best trniend” Michael Wong in a cnme
that leaves Lee serving 8 years in il Wong in the
meantime. fakes advantage af thus by nilling on Lees
girllnend  Learning af his friend’s betrayal, Lee sets out
on a quest for revenge upon his release from prison
Directed by Ronny Yu | The Bode with White Har)

Fri midnite. Mar. 6
Sat {lam, Mar. 7

Tlger Cage Il

by Yuen Woofing 1990 (92 min |
ww Yerr M-Dan, Rosarnund Kwar Chi
Lam, David Ng Dat Wai

Sat, midnire, Mar. 14

A il enorimous wiccess of the firs Tiger Cage. Tuen
W Ping wat liredd 10 make 4 sequel
1o dho with the first film |
Caral Do
Donrise Yen, 3 tough cop. and Rowan:
mirder. I deperation. they v
whe it working to hnd the tru
mrssmg B tease full of cash

and plentilul  lncludes Marial Komi

g nothing
bnel appearance by

Cherg ). ot 9l seprps the gl
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t star Rabin Shou

Last Hero in China
Director: Wong Jing:
Starving Jet Li Cheunyg Mon. Dicky Cheung.
Gordon L. Antea Yoen

Wong Jing presenis a lighter view ol kg fu otk
hera \"“‘"L‘ Fer Hong fram Gce Upon a Teme n
China Wang mudl stop 4 gang & kdnappers. but
first he st fight Boer Rebet and deal with the
vewtable reperoussiim of Po Chi Lam’y mew
neyghbor & brothel

Asian Media Access
3028 Oregon Avenue South
il Minneapolis. MN 55426
LSA

90s: Return of the

Shaw Brothers

Fr1. midnite. Mar. 20
Sor 1 1am Mar 21 Sat. midnite. Mar. 28

The HGI‘O I ientative |
Directed by Corey Yuen Kwar 1997 {87 mwn )
Starring Yuen Biao, Takeshi Kaneshiro [ Gum

Sing Mo ). Valerie Chow Karling. Yuen Wah,

=}

& ) hiter 2 severe drought, Ma Wing Jing
1 Takeshi Kaneshire ! and Tai Cheung | Yuen
Wah | leave Shaniung for Shanghai. Forced to work
& coobies. Ma. a herce fighter, soon fakes control and
becomes a famous underwarld figure. 1n the
meantime, he lalls i love with a beautihul singer
| Hsuan Jessica Hester | However. by saving the lile
of cime boss Tam See | Yuen Biao | he earm the
hatred of Tam's rival. Yang Shuang Ma's wwifi rse 10
power leaves, him il prepared fo deal with Yang's
guile. and in the end. he must pay 4 bloody price lor
s success Thos powerful marnal arms thriller
combines siate-of the-art combat sequences with rich
characters and plot. A major addinon 1o the Hong
Kong action cinema from the Chinese director Corey
Yuen. A visually sunnimg fiim, The Hero 1= the mow
complere martial ares Tilm unce Tou Hark's Onge
Upon A Time In China

Chow Yun-Fat Series 0

Romanci
Directed by Wong Jing.
Searring Chow Yun-Far, Maggre Cheung Man-Yuk

altice af the lilm turmned the Lirst ime dwector
‘Wang Jing to be the hottest director/ long
time box office winner in Hong Kong The
success abo assisted the Win's Entertainment

to establish iselt as the 905 Mowe Giant

;‘E (Chew Yun-Fat and Maggie Cheung tearn up in
this giri-chasing comedy. The successiul box

Fri midnite. Apr. 3
Sat_ 1 Lam Apr. 4 Sat. midnite. Apr. 11

The Lunatics
Directed by Derek Yee Tung Sing. 1986
Stavring Chow YunFat, John Sham Kin-Fun Tony
wrrmw.u Stariey Fung Shut-Fan, Deannie

Stantey Fung plays a social worker who works

with mentally ill panents after they are
released from the hospital. All the big wars
Chew Yun Far, John Sham. Paul Chun Pui and

G@%&E’B

Tony Leung - play the vanous mental patients,
and each one has a compelling story.
wonde rhul interse social drama with sxcellent acning

All movies at
The Riverview Theater
3800-42nd Avenue South, Mpls

For mare wilo_call Astan Media Access at
612, 49

Atter business hours:

612.729.7360
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